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STATEMENT: EmpowHer Institute on Recent U.S. Supreme Court Rulings

Los Angeles - Recently, the U.S. Supreme Court delivered a slew of rulings that will impact the
future of higher education in America. Overturning decades of precedent, the Supreme Court
ruled to reject affirmative action considerations in admissions in higher education at Harvard
University and the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Following this decision, the
Supreme Court turned to strike down President Biden’s plan to discharge federal student loan
debt for millions of Americans.

EmpowHer President and CEO, Dawn L. Brown issued the following statement:

“There aren’t enough words that convey the magnitude of our disappointment in the U.S.
Supreme Court, to say these rulings have been devastating would be an understatement. These
rulings are the initial steps to undoing decades of work done by community leaders,
organizations, and advocates in communities of color.

“We are bearing witness to the direct impacts of systemic racism on educational equity and
access. These court rulings speak directly to the character, ideals, and values of the men and
women elected to lead our country— those responsible for appointing members to the highest
court in the land. Our leaders are failing to set our youth up for success, especially Black and
Brown youth from economically disadvantaged communities. Americans DO NOT have equal
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access to education and our Supreme Court has made it that much harder for qualified
students to gain access to higher education and competitive programs, further marginalizing
millions of Black and Brown youth and families and deepening socioeconomic gaps.

“EmpowHer Institute was created to provide girls of color from marginalized communities with
opportunities to gain access to the resources, experiences, and skills necessary to become
college and career ready and ultimately break generational cycles of poverty and trauma.

“Though these political decisions hurt our work and the communities we are dedicated to uplift
and serve. We can'’t allow our kids and communities, as a whole, to be left further behind. Now
is the time to demand better from our leaders who have been elected into office and we must
support organizations—such as EmpowHer Institute-who are committed to eradicating
educational and economic injustice.

“Despite this setback, EmpowHer will continue to serve Black and Brown girls in Los Angeles,
and do everything we can to ensure they have the support they need to confidently pursue and
succeed at the highest level.”

H#t#H

EmpowHer Institute is the only gender responsive organization providing a fully integrated
social emotional learning, mentoring, and skills-based learning class during the school day for
BIPOC girls ages 11-18 in under-resourced communities across Los Angeles County.
EmpowHer serves over 1,000 girls enrolled in Title 1 schools annually and provides culturally
inclusive, trauma-informed, immersive learning programs aimed at breaking generational cycles
of poverty through college and career readiness.
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